
AARON CHORIN - A RABBI AHEAD OF HIS TIME 
 

 

Specific in the Jewish religion is the concept of the direct relationship between Creator and every 

Jew. In this context, the Jew does not need an intermediary between himself and the Almighty, to 

whom he addresses directly. However, rabbies have an important role in Jewish religious life, they 

are the ones who know thoroughly and seek compliance with laws springing from the Divine 

source - the Torah. 

Through interpretations and additions carried out by scholars over the centuries, there have been 

established normative rules of Jewish life, from eating until the smallest details of everyday life. 

Although the fundamental data of religion - the commandments of the Torah – are not 

questionable, a series of rules and traditions established in obsolete historical periods and 

obviously not of divine origin, have become outdated, preventing on the one hand the social 

integration of Jews living in the Diaspora, on the other hand making the ritual unattractive and 

incomprehensible by many parishioners. 

This seclusion imposed by the Rabbinate’s rigid mindset to consider the ritual as important as faith 

itself, has become unbearable for Jews living in environments under the influence of the 

Enlightenment, diametrically opposed to dogmatism. But, to succesfully promote and impose  

change, it was needed a strong personality, expert in religion, deeply faithful but at the same time 

determined and having - as Immanuel Kant said - "the courage to use his own sense of reason ". 

Such a personality has proved to be Rabbi Aaron Chorin, elected at the age of just 23 Chief Rabbi 

of the Jewish community of Arad. Influenced by the trends 

of religious reforms started in Hamburg and finding a 

community of parishioners that were followers of the 

Enlightenment, he was able to introduce a number of 

innovations beneficial in the religious service, causing, at 

the same time, the orientation of young people to study 

secular areas and deeper integration of Jews in society 

alongside with closeness to the other religious groups. 

To make the divine service more attractive, he introduced 

the organ into the synagogue. Contrary to the rule to 

officiate the prayer in Hebrew, he introduced the reading of 

some passages in the language of the parishioners, 

justifying this by the desire "of the heart to understand that 

which the lips speak." He wrote books, poems and held 

debates. 

In the eyes of the traditionalists he was dangerous, because 

of the proposed changes of some laws strongly rooted through training and impressive secular and 

also Talmud science. Of course, the reaction of the dogmatists was as expected of them. He was 

vexed, humiliated, attacked, leading to his impeachment attempt, but was defended by his 

congregation, the strong Neologue Jewish community of Arad. 

Reportedly "extensive life experience and fierce conflicts and battles have hardened him. He was 

a remarkable thinker, poet and fighter, at the same time a visionary and a man of action. He was a 

man of contrasts, unity of opposites, good-natured and tolerant when the situation demanded it, 

but rough and tough with his fellows or rabbis who challenged his views, ready to face anyone. 

He loved or even seek confrontation, because the reasoning hardened his will and sharpened his 



mind. Any battle of ideas that he came out victorious of, urged him toward a new and more radical 

innovation, never for his own affirmation, but always for the thriving of the community he 

shepherded". In his opinion, the most important are the laws governing the behavior between 

people. The commandment to love our neighbor is more precious than anything else. 

Here's what the rabbi L. Vágvölgyi, said about Aaron Chorin: "The large perspective range of 

ideas, will and liveliness, firmness of character that was not afraid of fighting, has predestined him 

for the part that brought much bitterness in his life, but also more glow to his name " 

And in summary, in the book "History of the Jews in Arad" reads: "Chorin was a great follower 

and admirer of Jewish tradition. At the same time he realized the need for renewal of some of the 

religious practices that were contrary to the development of life. He sought to beautify the service 

in the synagogue, to make it more attractive and thereby weaken the Jewish community’s isolation, 

realizing the call of time and the need for emancipation. To that end he felt the call to destroy the 

old patterns that have prevented spiritual development. Always watched with care not to damage 

the ancient holy traditions." 

Following the path indicated by Rabbi Aaron Chorin, our community is one of greater openness 

towards society, deeply involved in the city’s life and preserving the sanctity of Jewish specificity, 

maintaining fraternal relations with all religious denominations of the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


